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Tasteful
crown
up for
grabs

T'S hard to watch

l By DIANE CLEHANE

b T o )

“Martha Stewart Liv-
ing” these days.

| First of all, it will take

ou a while to find it. CBS
t year bumped the

- -show from its 9 a.m. time

slot for the unwatchable

It Up with Jack
and Ali"

‘Stii&r:rt's shu_w airs
weekday mornings on
Y — the home of in-
fomercials and “Rose-
ne” reruns. Hardly a
suitable home for the diva

It's impossible not to
wonder what Stewart is
really thinking when she's

Ehnppuﬁ vegetaplgles on

Kitchen™ on HGTV. Can
she really be focusing on
preparing the perfect din-
ner party while her career
goes down in flames?
This week, Stth::-t
sfeges.charges of obstruc-
~tion; of justice in Manhat-
_tan federal court, and
sthere will be no shortage
=of coverage of the trial.
Ta paraphrase the woman
‘“herself — this kind of

“wanted attention is not a

good thing.

Love her or loathe her,

Stewart has to be credited
with, if not inventing,
then -:enainlgdperfe::ting
the home/garden/cooking
show.

There would be no
HGTYV if this modern-day
June Cleaver hadn't
turned millions of home-
makers on to the joys of
perfect pancakes, color-
coordinated wraplpin
paper and meticulously
maintained rose gardens.

Just turn on the Discov-
ery Channel, TLC and, of

course, HGTV, and you'll

find lots of shiny, happy - -

people extolling the vir-
tues of building their own
birdhouse.

Most of these folks have
Stewart’s trailblazing to
thank for their careers.
Sure, some of them are

d at what they do, but
ﬁrﬂu did it fif:w.!'tIr — and
in most casés she does it
best.

As Stewart's (bad) luck
would have it, these
shows have never been
hotter.

Everyone from the fab take over as “The Next
five of * Eye for Martha' is ranked on a
The Guy™ (yes ¥ 4B i=4paintbrushes——

they owe Martha a debt
of gratitude, too) to
"".l%aﬂillg Space’s” Paige
Davis are having their
moment.

“People are looking for
a fresh face,” says de-
signer Chris Madden.

Here's a look at the top
contenders who have as
much to gain as Stewart
has to lose should Stew-
art's trial end with a

ilty verdict.
EEIUThttgir worthiness to

‘idol’ tops
the charts
See story, Page 80

Heirs to the throne

ILE “Trading But home isn't really
Space's” resident where Davis' heart is.
hottie isn't a She’s always
builder or a wanted to be a
baker, Davis aon%a:d dance
has got lots ';ﬂ I resume
: 5 stints on
of girl- next- Broadway in the
d-::r::r:: appeal chorus of “Chi-
that's cago,” and she's
helped her even toured with
become the the Beach Boys.
breakout At the end of the
star of ::]h se- i ﬁl?*l she's l;lc:ire
riges wi H H ely [0 wind up
plenty of PE.IQ'E Davis in a gitmm than
wannabes. [t's easy to on the Food Network
imagine this all-Ameri-- whipping up
can girl in a spin-off. soufflés,

Lowell the:

IFESTYLE
expert” Colin Cowie
is considered to be the
master of celebrity

req "
- Christopher
~ Lowell

seasons. Now he's a
man without a televi-
sion show — but proba-
bly not for long. Also in
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weddings. He produced  his favor: His creations
Jerry Sein- aren't predica-
feld's and ted on perfec-
Lisa Ku- tion. “There’s
drow's nup- nothing wrong
tials. Wom- with buying a
en's wonderful pie at
El:ltertbai.n.* a bake'ry‘t s Serv-
ment Mu;ght it on your
his upscale E{Erﬂrite china
ideas to the | andpassingit
mEassesdin T &V off as your
“Everyda LY own," says

Ele v };rith . . Cowie. 'I}'ilat's a
Colin Cowie” GOlIN COWI€  no-no in Stew-
but recently art’s world. She
stopped productionon  would never lie —

the series after four about pie.

'I"H!! front runner in HGTV show), it's clear
the ‘Next Martha' she’s on the brink of
mtakeaisl:hﬂs - something big. She beat
signed "E'sonal ~_ for a multi- dol-

spaces’ : lar deal with
; Penneys. In the
i post ImClone
era, the execu-
- tives “took a
year to check
me out,” says
Hadden,?:g
- will introduce
A her new line
; . thm:; She's
i ; p a net-
den's empireis work special
considerably  Madden for later this
smaller than Stewart’s - year and there’s also
‘(she’s got books, vari- talk of launching a mag-
ous. : :

azine.
familiar? .
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